
The Teaneck School District 
Summer Reading Assignment 

Advanced World Literature 
Books: 

A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini 

Set against the political turmoil in Afghanistan, two women must confront the abuse they receive from their husband and their 

society. 

Demian by Herman Hesse 

Young Emil Sinclair begins a philosophical journey to find himself. 

 

Assignment: 

A Thousand Splendid Suns 

You must maintain a journal of your journey through this novel.  In this journal, you are to do three things: 

 Identify a significant quote that is beautiful, powerful, or particularly meaningful in that particular section and copy the 

quote and page number exactly into your journal. You should choose the following number of quotes: 

o 3 quotes from Part One (Miriam’s POV, Ch. 1-15, pp. 1-104) 

o 3 quotes from Part Two (Laila’s POV, Ch. 16-26, pp. 104-195) 

o 4 quotes from Part Three (alternating POV, Ch. 27-47, pp. 199-371) 

o 2 quotes from Part Four (Laila’s POV, Ch. 48-51, pp. 376-415) 

 Explain why you believe the quote is beautiful, powerful, or significant in your section—in short, why you selected it. 

 React personally to the quote.  (Do you agree or disagree with the statement?  Why?) 
 

Demian 

A creative project on this book is required.  You may create a work of visual art, a poem, a musical composition, or a collage to 

address themes developed in the novel.     

Summer Reading Creative Project 

This project has two parts: create a work of art and explain its meaning in a detailed paragraph.   

Part I: Create a work of art that expresses several of the following about the book you read: 

 A motif 

 A subject 

 An issue 

 A symbol 

 A relationship between two important characters 

Important: 

Do not simply illustrate a scene or character from the novel.  You must show your understanding of the deeper levels of the 

book, using a creative process that calls upon your deeper levels of thinking and emotional response. 

Your work of art may be in any form: 

 Sculpture (wood, paper mache, metal, clay) 

 Poem 

 Drawing 

 Painting 

 Music (can be recorded or original (you compose and play it).  If recorded, use at least two songs and print out the 

lyrics, in “school appropriate form” (no profanity, no racist or sexist words). 

Part II: Explain the meaning of your artwork. 

Write at least two well-developed paragraphs to explain how the images, lyrics, or other elements in your art work express 

the themes, issues, symbols, relationships between characters, or significant allusions from the literature you chose to show.  Be 

detailed and clear.  Grammar and mechanics count! 


